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How did you get your first hedge-
hog?

In 1994 | saw one in an exotic pet
store in New York. | just had to have
him! | saved my money for weeks and
did favors for my mom night and day
to help talk her into allowing me to buy
him. We ended up naming him
'Hedgie' (not particularly creative |
know). He wasn't a baby when we
bought him and he had been ne-
glected. We hated to support a pet
store but we didn't want to leave him
there either. He was quite huffy and not social at all.

This is the part of the story where you expect to hear
about how our love and good home helped to make
'Hedgie' into a loving and affectionate pet — WRONG!
Hedgie stayed huffy to the end of his days. He had a
good life with us but alas that was just HIM! | appreciated
his personality. We all found his attempts to snub us to
be more comical and cute than | am sure he intended
them to be! | am sure he always knew how lucky he was
to be with us instead of back at the nasty pet store.

What made you want to rescue?

Our family has always done our part in adopting rescued
pets and in rescuing any animal we see that may need
help. We always support area no-kill shelters and foster
programs for cats and dogs. After discovering that there
was no such shelter for hedgehogs here, we were moti-
vated to try and do our part for the hedgies in our area.
We have been contacted by the City of Dallas shelters
before because, since they have no knowledge of hedge-
hog care, they can only put hedgehogs to sleep. Know-
ing that this is the common practice for area shelters mo-
tivates us do our best to try and save any hedgehogs that
end up on Craigs List or in shelters,

Backyard breeders are popping up all over this area too.
Most begin their 'businesses' by breeding rescued hedge-
hogs. Now we always try to help any hedgies that we
can so they can get the second chance they deserve,
even if it means draining our bank account.

We do not like to see animals treated as objects to be
exploited and discarded. True, sometimes the unforeseen
can happen and it may be necessary to re-home a be-

RESCUERSHOL:
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By: Sheila Dempsey

loved pet. But all too often people don't
care about what happens to their hedge-
hogs!

We require that our new adoptive owners
sign a contract and provide valid ID before
they can even be considered for one of our
rescues. We DO NOT think rescued ani-
mals should ever be bred. There are many
obvious reasons for this but, in our opin-
ion, it is especially cruel to put an animal
through this process after it has already
had an unstable home life. The dangers of
breeding an animal that you know nothing
about are many and need to be taken seriously for both
the genetic health of any young they may produce and for
the parent's health as well. A rescued pet has been
through ENOUGH already and deserves a good, loving
home and a second chance at a happy life.

My family has always believed that any reputable breeder
should always accept and re-home rescues. If you want
to put the animals out in your community, you need to be
prepared to take care of the ones that need to come back
to you!

Tell us something great about where you live:

We live in Plano, Texas. A suburb of Dallas. The area is
very diverse in cultures and interests, making it a very
exciting and busy place to live!

" TEXAS
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Tell us your favorite rescue story:

My favorite rescue was one we did last year. We were
called by the City of Dallas to come save a young, grey,
female pinto named 'Tails." They found us online out of
desperation. They were about to put her to sleep be-
cause they knew nothing about hedgehogs and couldn't



help her. brought her straight
to our vet. After gas-
sing her and getting
her on the operating
table, it became evi-
dent that the leg had
been tied to some-
thing (probably wire
in this man's yard)
and she had been
kept outside. The leg
We drove for an hour, picked her up that evening and was almost com-
pletely severed!

A man wrapped her in a dirty towel, dropped her off there
and left. Her leg was half torn off and to stop the bleed-
ing this man had caked mud and filth into the wound. It
had hardened into the leg with blood and fused to her
tissues! It couldn't be cleaned offt The shelter workers
loved her so much they just couldn't bear to put her down
so they found us online and asked if we could help.

Dr Coffman was able

to save the leg but

we had to administer

antibiotics every two hours for two weeks and clean her
cage daily. All our hard work paid off though and she
was able to keep the leg. In only a few weeks she was
well enough to go to a new home! Her leg will never look
the same but her new mommy doesn't care! A woman in
Lubbock adopted her and is giving her the life that she
deserves! Despite all the cruelty and abuse that poor
Tails faced she has remained very sweet and gentle.
She loves her new mommy and home.

June 26-28, 2009
Holiday Inn Express Hotel

Schoharie, Ne w York
www.hedgehogshow. com

Join us for the weekend, or just for the Main Ev  ents on Saturday, June 27:

Meet Nigel Reeve, Wildlife Ecologist for the Royal Parks, London. Dr. Reeve is the foremost authority on all species of
hedgehogs and the author of Hedgehogs in the Poysner Natural History series.

Spa Day for African Pygmy Hedgehogs! Cindy DeLaRosa will demonstrate hedgie pedicures and bubble baths for your
pet hedgehog.

Is your hedgehog the most beautiful in the East? Enter your hedgehog in the IHA-sanctioned conformation show.

Is your hedgehog huffy, fluffy, or otherwise non-conformational? Then he is a perfect fit for the Square Pegs competi-
tion.

Don’t miss the hedgehogs competing for loot in the Schoharie Skirmish and strutting their stuff in the hedgehog costume
ball

Join us for a banquet dinner, featuring Daniel Beams, who will teach us about the history of Schoharie as the
“Breadbasket of the Revolution”

Add to your Hedgehogabilia collections! Vendors, Auctions, Prizes, and more!

Hedgehogs, their caregivers and all those intereste  d are invited to attend. If you have any questions




Margaret Myhre

The Hedgehog's Dilemma - By: Hugh Warwick

If you were permitted to own one book—and only one book—about hedgehogs,

you would want to find a book that covered everything you might ever want to know about
them. It should include their origins, their history, and their place in the animal kingdom, the
varieties of hedgehogs that exist or have existed, the ways hedgehogs have affected our
culture, and the reasons that hedgehogs are so appealing to human beings. You might as-
sume that such a book does not exist but you would be mistaken. The book you are search-
ing for is The Hedgehog's Dilemma by Hugh Warwick.

Chapter one begins logically with an explanation of what a hedgehog is—and is not. It is a small, usually brown, spiny
animal, an omnivore. It is not the same as, nor is it related to, a porcupine. Many hedgehog facts are included in this
chapter. Here is a small sample of what can be learned there:

Adult hedgehogs have 5,000 to 7,000 spines which are actually modified hair.
Panniculus carnosus, the frown muscle, is the muscle that allows a hedgehog to roll into a ball.

And—an answer to the question that all hedgehog owners are likely to be asked at least once—*‘How does the
mother hedgehog survive the delivery of those prickly little babies?” During delivery a baby hedgehog’s skin is in-
flated with fluid which keeps the prickly spines beneath the surface. After birth the fluid is absorbed and the sharp
little spines emerge.

In subsequent chapters Warwick discusses his experiences tracking electronically tagged hedgehogs through the
British countryside in the dead of night as well as his excursion to Scotland’s Outer Hebrides and the small island of
Uist. The island was rumored to have ten thousand hedgehogs who were accused of decimating a population of
rare wading birds by devouring their eggs. The hedgehogs were doomed to being culled by means of lethal injection
until Warwick proved that the hedgehog population was far smaller than ten thousand and, furthermore, wader eggs
accounted for less than 4% of the hedgehogs’ diet.

The importance of hedgehog rescuers receives broad coverage in
this book. As the hedgehog’s natural habitat of fields and lanes be-
comes ever smaller, rescue groups work to save injured and dis-
tressed hedgehogs. The biggest influx of hedgehogs needing rescue
occurs in the fall when late-summer babies have left home and are
struggling to survive on their own. These are cared for during the
winter and successfully released into the wild in the spring. Large,
well-funded establishments such as St. Tiggy-Winkles are described
as well as smaller, less well-known rescue operations where money
is always an issue.

Warwick also describes the place hedgehogs occupy in our culture.
He examines ancient folktales and beliefs about them and credits
Beatrix Potter’'s 1905 publication of The Tale of Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle
with transforming the hedgehog’s image from smelly, flea-bitten
scoundrel to charming, huffy friend. Were it not for Beatrix Potter and
Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle, Sonic the Hedgehog might not exist today!

The author goes on to list several recent commercials in the UK
which feature ubiquitous hedgies in a variety of roles. Links to these



are listed in this issue of the newsletter. He concludes this section with this observation:

All around the world references to hedgehogs have snuffled into the
vernacular. They have been appropriated by every art and craft; used
as metaphors in philosophy; they sell us shoes, banking and expensive
bondage equipment. But in the post-Potter world, there is a common
theme of gentle compassion. (164)*

Of course the chapter which will prove most interesting to members of the
Hedgehog Welfare Society is the one describing Warwick’s 2007 visit to
Denver, Colorado for the Rocky Mountain Hedgehog Show. He describes
his visit with Standing Bear as well as the hedgehog Olympics and other
events in great detail.

The biggest difference between British and American hedgehog enthusiasts

is that North Americans view hedgehogs as pets while the British (and

probably the rest of the world, too) view them as wildlife. Hedgehogs have-

n't existed in the wild in North America since the dinosaur variety that lived

in the Miocene era became extinct. We don't have the option of catering to

hedgehogs in our gardens. Instead we have our hedgie condos, our hedgie

exercise wheels and our meal worm farms. This changes everything. As Warwick says, “The sacrifice an animal
makes in becoming a pet is to be infantilized. Not only does this make a pet more pleasant company, but it also en-
sures nurturing is required for life.” (165) 2

Warwick, Hugh. The Hedgehog's Dilemma: A Tale of Obsession, Nostalgia, and the World's Most Charming Mammal. New York:
Bloomsbury, 2008.

These advertisements are referred to in The Hedgehog’s Dilemma (see the Literary Hedgehog).
They all feature hedgehogs in one way or another.

Abbey National Banking Services
http://www.visit4info.com/advert/Abbey-Mortgages-Hedgehogs-Abbey-National-Banking-Services/41844

Black & Decker Hedgehog Hedge Trimmer
http://www.blackanddecker.com/ProductGuide/ProductDetails.aspx?ProductlD=6458

Bonds of London -- Hedgehog Pipe Reaming Tool
http://www.bondsoflondon.com/catalouge/pipeacc.asp?cat=2&sid=25

Erotic hedgehog — http://www.erotichedgehog.co.uk/

Green Cross Code Hedgehog
http://www.Igfl.net/lgfl/leas/redbridge/web/Redbridgel ocal/BarnabyandRoadSafety/GreenCrossCode/

Happy Hedgehog Wrought Iron Works — http://www.happyhedgehog-wroughtiron.co.uk/

Heavenly Hedgehog Ice cream — http://www.heavenlyhedgehog.com/fag

The North Face Hedgehog shoes
http://www.thenorthface.com/catalog/sc-gear/mens-footwear/mens-hedgehog-gtx-xcr.html
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There’s excitement in the air! The hedgehog world has not one but two national hedgehog shows coming up. The
Eastern States Hedgehog Show will take place in Schoharie, New York, June 26-28 and this fall the Rocky Mountain
Hedgehog Show is scheduled to take place in Colorado Springs, Colorado October 2-4, 2009

Both shows will offer conformation competitions, sporting events, educational speakers, vendors, and auctions, as well
as the opportunity to unite with other hedgehog lovers and their animals. These are two great opportunities to learn
more about our beloved companions, meet some great people, and show off our animals. And there’s nothing quite like
the feeling of having the conformation show judge hand you that Best of Show ribbon (thanks Molly)!

Can’'t make it to a show? There are other ways to be a hedgehog show supporter. Both shows are planning auctions
and the show organizers are in need of items to sell to the highest bidder. At the 2008 show here in Milwaukee we auc-
tioned beautiful handmade items including photographs taken by members, jewelry, hedgehog memorabilia, and books
on hedgehogs, to name just a few things. So take a look around, what do you have that someone else might want?

Another fantastic and easy way to support the shows is through the sponsorship opportunities that are available. Spon-
sorships are offered for as little as ten dollars. Every dollar helps show organizers host a fabulous and affordable event.
Consider being a show sponsor today.

Links for both shows are on our web site (www.hedgehogwelfare.org). The Eastern States Hedgehog Show information
can be seen on the Schoharie Holiday Inn Express Hotel web site (www.hospitalityi88.com) and at the show’s web site
(www.hedgehogshow.com). The Rocky Mountain Hedgehog Show information is posted at the Colorado Springs Clarion
Hotel and Conference Center web site (www.choicehotels.com) as well as at the show's web site
www.rockymountainhedgehogshow.org.
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MAY JUNE

May 10 Wizard Woodring Jun 11 Piglet Muckenfuss
May 10 Esmirelda Wrobel Jun 14 Little Frogger Graesser
May 24 Babette Storm Jun 15 Eclipse Storm

May 25 Pepper Storm Jun 20 Caramel Fleming

May 31 Noodles Ophoff
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