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| visited Pat Storm in 2000 to get Tiggy as a baby. She died in 2003 of cancer (five
different types in her little body). She was sweet and very personable. She loved to
roam around outside (at that time | had a very safe place to take her outside). When
she was really on the move | had to trot to keep up with her. | had plans to go to the
hedgie show in Niagara Falls and this was to be her entry in the costume contest.
Plans changed and we did not go to the show. I still have the basket and accessories
stored away as | still miss her greatly.
~Naomi Wikane




On Monday February 4, 2008, a small group of
hedgehogs and their moms went to the University of
Minnesota to teach third-year vet students about
hedgehogs. The group consisted of Presley, Daisy
and Jennifer Plombon and Cuddles, Snuggles, Prin-
cess and Cyndy Bennett. Of course the hedgehogs
were the stars of the presentation.

Handouts of the
presentation out-
line were avail-
able to all the
students  who
attended. Jenni-
fer talked about
how to care for
hedgehogs, the
different ill-
nesses affecting
the  hedgehog

population and their nutritional needs. She talked to

the students about how to handle hedgehogs when

they see them as clients. The warning "lick, lick,

chomp" and the explanation of how to get a hedge-

hog to let go of your

skin seemed to get a

lot of attention. The

costs of owning a

hedgehog were also

discussed, including

not only home care ex-

penses but veterinary

expenses as well.

The topic of hedgehog rescue and re-homing caught
a lot of attention. The students asked questions con-
cerning Hedgehog Rescue Stations. Some ex-
pressed an interest in getting involved. We de-
scribed some of the good and sad experiences we
have encountered.

1-%#-+"(,/ %# ("0* '+11(/ 1'#/9%(he students asked
many good questions
concerning the health
issues of hedgehogs.

They enjoyed the
hands on encounters
with the hedgehogs

that were there. Of

Cyndy Bennett & Jennifer Plombon

course, all the hedge-

hogs were of different

sizes, shapes and

personalities.  This

gave the students

some exposure to the

hedgehog world.

They got to touch, pet

and see the hedge-

hogs up close and

observe different behaviors. They were able to look

at hedgehog teeth and commented that there were a
lot more teeth
than they had
expected.
Thankfully  no
one was bitten.
The girls pro-
vided a number
of different vo-
cal sounds for
the students to
hear.

Snuggles showed the students just how fast a
hedgehog can move and almost got away a few
times. These experiences emphasized the impor-
tance of not taking the eyes off the hedgehog for a
second. Presley demonstrated just how relaxed and
laid back some hedgehogs can be by showing off her
tummy and lounging on Jennifer's arm. Daisy
showed them that hedgehogs like to hide and used
her hedgie hat for

the demonstration.

Cuddles  demon-

strated how curious

some hedgehogs

are. Her little nose

did not stop twitch-

ing the whole time.

She checked out

each and every stu-

dent she could. Princess was a little shy at first, then
warmed up to the idea that the students wanted to
see her.

The entire experience was rewarding for everyone
involved--the hedgehogs, their owners and
the veterinary students.
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This month | just thought | would say a few words about
choosing the right vet for your little one(s).

Before | got my first hedgehog, | started looking for a vet
in my area who would take care of hedgehogs. There
was a vet just a couple of blocks from our house who |
thought would be perfect. | stopped in one day and
asked to speak to him. He was a very nice man but
when | asked him if he took care of hedgehogs, he an-
swered, "Yes, but nothing much can go wrong with a
hedgehog other than mites.” Ooops...scratch him off my
list.

Well, | picked up my little guy and still hadn't found a
good vet. One day | was at the local pet store buying
worms and happened to mention that | was looking for a
good exotic vet in the area. The woman in line behind
me said she had birds and had a wonderful vet that spe-
cialized in exotics. That's how | found Dr. Sam and his
office is only about a mile from our house. | didn't even
know that clinic was there.
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Now we do live in the Chicago area so | realize that we
have a lot more choices than some of you who live in
more rural areas. But if you are having trouble finding a
good vet with exotic experience, check the vet list on
hedgehogwelfare.org or just ask around. Find people
with birds, reptiles, or small animals and ask about their
vets. Then go in and talk to the vet. | think even if you
don't know a lot about hedgehogs yourself, you can get a
feel for whether the vet really knows what to do or the vet
is just willing to try anything. And remember, if there is
no one with experience in your area, maybe you can find
a good vet who is willing to learn. A lot of people on the
list have vets who will take telephone calls or e-mails
from other vets when they run into problems. You can
also post to one of the Yahoo groups to see if there is
anyone living near you who can recommend a good vet.
There are options to help your little ones get the best of
care when they are sick or have an accident.
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Margaret Myhre
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Hedgehogs in the Hall by Ben M. Baglio.

(Animal Ark series #5) New York: Scholastic, Inc.

The Animal Ark series from Scholastic, Inc. is a British
import for elementary school children. It consists of more
than 50 titles detailing the adventures of the animals at
the Animal Ark Veterinary Clinic. The principal character,
Mandy Hope, helps her veterinarian parents care for ani-
mals of all sizes both inside and outside the clinic.

In Hedgehogs in the Hall, the fifth installment in the se-
ries, Mandy and her friend James help rescue an injured
mother hedgehog and her tiny babies. However, they
know the wild creatures can't stay long at Animal Ark.
Their goal is to find a way to safely release the hedge-
hogs back to the wild but their efforts are hampered by
their young new neighbor Claire who wants to keep the
babies as pets in her home.
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The book has more depth than most series titles for chil-
dren. It clearly addresses the issues discussed by Z.G.
Standing Bear in his article They've Gone Batty in the
Colonies (Again!) which appeared in the Janu-
ary/February issue of the Hedgehog Welfare Society
Newsletter. Of course, the discussion is presented at a
child’s level but the concept is there nevertheless.

In this case a sort of compromise is reached. The
neighbors pitch in to make the garden behind Claire’s
home into escape-proof but protected and safe environ-
ment for the injured mother hedgie and her young family.

Hedgehogs in the Hall is currently out of print but multiple
used copies are available through Amazon.com, Abe-
Books.com and Barnes and Noble (www.bn.com). This
book is appropriate for readers in grades 3—6.
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I'm With the Band!

By Winceston Hatch Reichert

how the band started is that i wrote a song. it is not a
poem. iis a manly hedgeboyz (no wimmens allowed) and
manly hedgeboyz don’t write poems. i posted the song on
Pog-Chit-Chat it is called The Trolls and Cupids Song but
some call it Cuddles Warned Us. i also posted that my
dad he says he will writes music for my song. here is my
song.
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everbody wanted to hears it and my dad he says that
since he has all the quipment and everthing, he woulds
also records it. i asked my dad if i could learn to play the
guitar like him and he says to me that he will teach me.
Then i typed wouldn't it be cool that if anybody else plays
guitars or basses or drums or sings, that we coulds has a

band! a lots a lots of everbody did. that is how the band
started. we did a poll of all the name sgestions for the
band and chosed The Pog-Chit-Chat Band because we
thinked that that says best what the band is. friends hav-
ing fun, and helping others.

anybody who is a friend on Pog-Chit-Chat cans be with

the band if they wants. the band so fars is hedgies, a pos-
sum, wet noses, meowys, a
tenrec and our humans. we
has so many different of
instruments, and lead and
backup vocals. we has
composers to write the
words for songs that is
original music that we cans
record, and for fun songs
that is the music of songs
that everybody already
knows that we cans perform
at concerts. we has a cho-
reographer and dancers, a
technical crew and roadies.
we has security and band
support. and we has group-
ies! Hee-hee-hee

our band website will has our bios and pictures and tour
dates and how to order the album. we will also has t-shirts
and other stuffs to sell and any monies we make will be for
the hedgehog welfare society. i thinks that The Pog-Chit-
Chat Band will be a really cool way to help a lots of people
learn bout Pog-Chit-Chat and the HWS.
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If you have ever considered the matter at all, the one characteristic shared by both hedgehogs and cactus is obvious
—spines! It should be no surprise then that at least one cactus has been named after a hedgehog. But it may sur-
prise you to know that an entire genus of cacti have the name Echinocereus which is derived from the Greek word
for hedgehog. The plants are small to medium-sized, cylindrically shaped, and ribbed cacti. Their flowers are usually
large and most produce edible fruit.

The species Echinocereus engelmanii, has several common names including: Calico Cactus, Dagger-Spine Hedge-
hog, Engelmann’'s Hedgehog, Howe Hedgehog, Indian Strawberry Cactus, Munz's Hedgehog Cactus, Needle-Spine
Hedgehog, Purple-Spined Hedgehog, Strawberry Hedgehog, and Varied-Spine Hedgehog. Echinocereus ferreiri-
anus is more commonly known as Hedgehog Cactus, Lindsays Cactus, or Lindsays Hedgehog Cactus.

The species Echinocereus pectinatus may be identified as Comb Hedgehog Cactus, Lace Cactus, Purple Candle
Cactus, or Rainbow Cactus. The species Echinocereus rigidissimus includes plants commonly known as Arizona
Rainbow Hedgehog Cactus and Sonoran Rainbow Cactus.

Hedgehog cacti are generally found in the south western United States and Mexico although some varieties may be
found as far north as Wyoming and North and South Dakota.

Freeman, Daiv. CactiGuide.com. 2007. 12 Feb. 2008
<http://cactiguide.com/>.

"hedgehog cactus." The American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, Fourth Edition. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.
Answers.com 13 Feb. 2008.
http://www.answers.com/topic/hedgehog-cactus

Ohr, Martina, and Andreas Ohr. Echinocereus Online . 11 Apr. 2007.
12 Feb.

2008 <http://www.echinocereus.de/>.
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? Sheila Dempsey

A Hedgehog means love. Sure, | know they don't typi-
cally come running to you like the family dog does, al-
though some do. But look in those inquisitive little eyes
next time you are holding your hedgie and you will see a
lot of love. They appreciate the things we provide for
them.

A Hedgehog means companionship. That little ball of
prickles can fit into an apartment lifestyle and keep you
company. You can watch him play with a tube then when
he tires himself out, pick him up for
a cuddle session.

A Hedgehog means learning to
handle mealworms. Squirmy
wormies! This is not something |
ever envisioned myself doing but |
positively love my mealworm farm
because it gives my hedgies a
healthy pleasure.

A Hedgehog means interesting
conversation. When people ask
you if you have any pets, they

never expect the answer "I have
hedgehogs." Then you get to an-
swer all kinds of questions and you
might even make hedgehog fans out of them.

A Hedgehog means friendship. | have met some of the
most wonderful people through HWS and its Yahoo
Groups. Though | know most of them only through on-
line friendships, 1 still count them among my friends and
appreciate the common bond we have in the love of

hedgehogs and their welfare.

A Hedgehog means work. Scrubbing poopy wheels is
not the most wonderful task in the world.  But when |
think of the pleasure a wheel provides, it is totally worth it
and it doesn't really take that long after all. Cage clean-
ing is work, too, but compared to what | get back in
terms of love, it is a small favor for a friend.

A Hedgehog means Poop Boots. What other critter can
so fashionably display poop?

A Hedgehog means rescue at
my house. Both of our girls are
rescues and they have known
some hard times before coming to
live with us.

A Hedgehog means hospice. Mr.
Prickles is with us for hospice due
to WHS. He is a very determined
little fellow and is holding his own
against this dreaded disease. We
have taken in several others be-
fore him and we have loved them
all, helping them see more days
and fight the good fight until the
Rainbow Bridge called their names.

Did | miss anything? You are welcome to write to me
with your ideas of what a hedgehog means to you. Just
send your emails to me at SexyTexy@comcast.net and
we will publish them in the newsletter once we get
enough for another column.




